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It’s been very disappointing having to cancel 

speakers for this year, but we’re pleased to 

say that Graham Talbot , Carol Gubler and 

Kelvin Mason have all been re-booked for 

next year to talk to us about shrubs, fuchsias 

and the drought garden respectively.  

May 2020 

We hope you enjoy this slightly different –looking 

newsletter for this month — all part of our effort to 

keep the gardening club in your minds and to let you 

know that you are also in ours.  

Scattered within this newsletter you’ll see a few 

photographs from the committee, showing you what 

we’ve all been up to over the last few weeks. These 

vary from the beauty of daffodils to an early morning 

glimpse of some deer — wonderful! 

There’s also exciting news about our next ‘grand idea’ 

- a virtual ‘lockdown’ summer show—see Jane’s article 

on page 5 

 

Hallo dear members, I have to say I feel as if my 

right arm has been cut off. No meetings, seeing 

you all coming in all buzzed up whether it is to get 

tickets for the coach trips, stuff from Jane's table 

or just to come and listen to the speakers.  No 

hut where we can have a proper natter to you 

because we haven’t the pressure of running the 

meeting. Never in all of the club's history have we 

seen anything like this.  As Julie said, we on the 

committee haven't been idle - Carol Gubler is 

rebooked for next year - also Graham's 

workshop and his talk on Shrubs and pruning.  We 

are hoping for the July meeting but we can't make 

a decision yet on that and we think we shall lose 

the Summer Flower Show.  So keep taking your 

photographs of our very own members working 

away during Covid 19 lockdown evening, which 

will be Wednesday March 17th.  My garden has 

never looked so pristine; I have got all my pricking 

out up to date, lawns mowed, beds weeded, 

cuttings taken, a big halo. I wish I could say the 

same about indoors; I can write my name in the 

dust on the sideboard, lucky no one is coming in. 

The good thing is we have had wonderful weather 

haven't we? 

Chris  

Tony spotted deer on 

an early morning walk 

at Broadmoor gate—

& some of this year’s 

daffodils  

TRADING HUT 

We hope that it won’t be too 

long before we can open the 

trading hut again after we have 

restocked.  This is most likely to 

happen before we can go back to 

having club nights.  Remember to 

read your emails from us so you 

know what it happening. 
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We hope you’re taking some photos to share with us all next year—and to inspire you (and perhaps 

reassure you that you don’t have to be David Bailey to send us photos) you’ll have noticed that  this 

newsletter features few photos from some of the committee.  

It also made us realised that we are missing a very obvious category for photos—’Spring in our gardens’ 

so it has been added to the list below. As a reminder, come next year, we would like to have one of the 

club nights (March 17th being pencilled in at the moment) where we show photographs of your gardens. 

We know you will all be working harder in them than ever, and it seems a shame if there will be no-one 

to enjoy the fruits of your labours! Therefore prepare to start taking photos (but don’t send us anything 

yet!). To make it more interesting, we thought it could be in various categories: 

Spring in the garden (new category) 

Most beautiful rose 

A stunning border 

Insects & wildlife 

What a vegetable!!! 

Good enough to eat 

Weird and wonderful 

A lovely-photo- that-doesn’t-fit-in-any-other-category 

Fingers (and everything else) are 

crossed that we will be able to go 

ahead with the July meeting ‘Local 

butterflies’. That being the case, we 

will ask you to bring along any small 

plants /seedlings etc for sale that you 

might otherwise have brought to the 

plant sale in May. We are also 

proposing that you bring along your 

best flower for a ‘best flower’ 

competition in your own vase/

container. 

Chris’ flowering 

cherry was the 

best it’s been in 

years with a 

stunning display of 

blossom.  

Jane setting pea seeds after 

watching Gardener's World 

then noticing a piece of 

guttering in the shed while 

looking for something 

else—and one of her spring 

garden. 

 



3 

Trips: ‘It was with a heavy heart that I had to cancel both the 

trip to Hole Park and the one to Great Dixter, and now the one 

to Broughton Castle as well.  The response to them with our 

members had been so rewarding, so it was hard to have to 

cancel, but it was necessary. 

As regards to Great Dixter, I have re-booked for the same time 

next year, so put the 5th June 2021 in your diaries. I will also re-

book Broughton Castle. Hole Park I will leave for another time. I 

will find another venue for the spring of 2021 in due course. 

Hopefully you have all received your refunds on the  trips (or 

will do so shortly although in my case cashing it is difficult as I 

am not allowed out.   

Sheila  

Lovely spring colour in 

Marilyn’s garden 

Need something to do to encourage the wildlife? Then try this! 

Free: Coopers Electric Tiller 

6672. As new, with instructions. 

If interested ring Jane Heritage 

on 01276 600438. 
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‘I am so ahead of planting in my greenhouse, 

with all seven baskets ready and waiting to go 

out, not normal for me for April. As soon as 

the daffodils are finished I am already 

planting up pots in the garden and the grass 

has seen many cuts.’  Sheila  

After more years of trying than I 

care to remember—success at 

last with erythroniums! The 

flowering cherry was also 

magnificent this year. Julie 

Little Brook Fuchsias 

The nursery has had to close to the public like all businesses, however I am happy to deliver to your 

area! Please bear in mind that I am a one person business and so an order in one area will make it more 

economical timewise to deliver! 

If you look on my website you will see that I sell a wide range of fuchsias!  www.littlebrookfuchsias.co.uk  

If you also look at my Facebook page you will see lots of photos of what is on offer.  

https://www.facebook.com/littlebrookfuchsias 

Here is a sample of what I can offer: 

 Standard fuchsias £5  

 Fan or Trellis Fuchsias £14  

 Pillar Fuchsias £15 

 Fuchsia baskets £12 

 Mixed baskets can be made to order – please ask for details 

 Basket making kits – a mixture of plants – including a mix or fuchsias, ivy leaf pelargoniums, 

petunias, bacopa etc – from £12 – please ask for details and to discuss colours etc! Petunias etc can 

be sold individually as well!  

 Individual fuchsias in 7cm pots £1.20 – I have some in larger pots – again please ask for details! 

 Pelargoniums – a selection of ivy leaf , zonals and regals - £1.20 per 9cm pot 

 Compost – 50 litre bags £5 

 

If you are interested please give me a call on 01252 329731 or 07817 272361 – if I am not here I will get 

back to you as soon as possible! 

Carol Gubler  

Our speaker for March, Carol 

Gubler, was going to bring some 

fuchsias and heucheras with her 

for sale after her talk. We’re 

pleased to say that Carol is still 

able to sell her plants and will 

deliver them to folk in the area. 

Please see below for details of 

how to select your plants and 

delivery arrangements.  

http://www.littlebrookfuchsias.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/littlebrookfuchsias
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LOCKDOWN SUMMER SHOW 

 

PHOTOGRAPH YOUR ENTRIES 

 

Class 1: Rose 1 specimen bloom 

 

Class 2: A container of roses (minimum 5 blooms, any variety) 

 

Class 3 My best flower or flowering stem (no need to cut it) 

 

Class 4: A vase of flowers 

 

Class 5: A houseplant (flowering or foliage) 

 

Class 6: A garden shrub 

 

Class 7:  Hanging basket, tub, wall basket or similar 

 

Class 8: A plate of soft fruit, (photographed with a ruler or coin to indicate size) 

 

Class 9: A collection of vegetables (minimum 3 varieties, 2 of each), displayed on a tray 

 

Class 10: My prize vegetable (anything), photographed with a ruler or coin to indicate size 

 

Class 11: Flower arrangement with flowers from your garden: Theme ‘Our NHS’ 

 

Class 12:  Culinary: ‘Afternoon Tea for two’ arranged on a tray with home baking 

 

Class 13: Photograph: ‘On my lockdown walk’ 

 

Class 14: Juniors (aged 13 and under) A miniature garden on a plate    

  Size approx: 200 to 250mm diameter. Age to be given 

RULES: 

1. No entry fee, no money prizes.  Certificates for the junior entry winners. 

2. Photographs can be taken any date from when you read this. 

3. Members can only have one entry in any one class but you may send two photographs of that entry 

to show it to its best advantage.  For Class 13 you may only enter one photograph. 

4. Entries to be emailed to David Dunford: dvdunford@ntlworld.com  

5. Entries to be received by Midsummer’s Day at the latest (24th June). 

6. By entering you give permission for your photograph(s) to be used on the Club website. 

SUMMER SHOW: We will not be able to have our normal Summer Show but it 

seems a shame to do nothing so we have come up with a modified ‘Summer Show’ 

for you to get involved in.  The aim is for it to be easy, fun and provide another 

way of sharing what is going on in your garden. All of you reluctant to enter our 

usual show, now is your big chance to take part.   Details below and on our 

website. 

mailto:dvdunford@ntlworld.com

