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October 2020 

As ‘the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ 

descends upon us, we see the nights drawing in and 

know that summer is well and truly over and autumn 

firmly established. This newsletter contains the 

results of the Autumn show, with photographs of 

the winning entries scattered throughout. There is 

also the proposal for a brand new type of newsletter 

to get us through the dark months until the longer 

days of spring return, and more importantly, perhaps 

an end to the restrictions of Covid-19. We shall 

see… 

Enjoy this edition, and do read on for the 

exciting new proposal from Jane.  

Julie  

Dear Members,  

Little did I think all those months ago we would still be in this awful situation where we don't know if we are 

going to be able to hold our meetings in the New Year.  Last week Julie, our new Secretary, dragged me 

into the 21st century with a Zoom committee meeting. The results of the discussions held at that meeting 

can be found throughout this newsletter.  

I am sure like me you have missed the monthly meetings, with our raffles, chance to book our coach trips 

and our trading table organised by Jane Heritage.  Rest assured we are working on next year's programme 

which will be available in January. Please stick with us - several ideas appear below.  One bright spark has 

been the Trading Hut which Jane and John Heritage have manned week in week out to keep you members 

supplied and this will continue in the New Year from January 24th 2021 at the usual time with help from the 

members (see Tony Winter’s piece). There will be another newsletter out before the end of the year 

bringing you up to date as far as we can.  For those of you not on email you can always ring me on 01420 

768 965 and if I am out  leave a message and I will get back to you.  Well done to all who entered the 

Autumn Show - for the first time I had a huge dahlia -10” across - but I was on holiday in my caravan.   

Looking forward to when we can meet again.  Chris 

Autumn show Class 17 winner (juniors) —Model 

of an animal or insect made using vegetables: 

Grace Bellamy (aged 6)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your trading  hut needs you !!  

 

Many thanks to everyone who has helped out at 

the hut so far this year; we wouldn’t be able to 

run this valuable service without you. 

We are open from 9.00—10.45 and if you are 

able to volunteer on the occasional Sunday, we 

will be able to keep the hut running. We need 

more helpers to operate the gate or lift the 

compost. 

Please contact Tony Winter if you can 

volunteer.  Many thanks.  

07986471821 or Tonywinter1964@aol.com 

tel:07986471821
mailto:Tonywinter1964@aol.com
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Trips—no news on anything as yet; will see what the new year brings! 

Dear Members, 

The club would like to launch a new style newsletter and we need your help.  Since we are not able to get 

together and have our usual gardening ‘fix’ each month we thought a “Members’ newsletter” would help all 

of us to keep in touch. 

We hope it will be light-hearted, informative and enjoyable. 

Content could include: 

 

 Details of gardens you have visited + photos  

 Flower pictures from holidays 

 Items about your own garden 

 Questions that other members could answer 

 Gardening tips 

 Mini quizzes 

 Anagrams 

 Garden poetry 
 Wildlife 

 Children’s corner 

 Jokes  

 Adverts/plant swaps 

 

This can only work if you send in your items.  The frequency of the newsletter would be determined by 

your willingness to participate, so let’s give it a go and see what happens. 

By submitting an item you give permission for it, including any photographs, to be used on the Club website 

as well. 

Please send your items to: members-news@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk,  

For those of you not on email your items can be posted to: Members’ News, 174B Branksome Hill Road, 

College Town, Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 0QQ. 

Seed orders 

As we enter the autumn it is now time to consider your seed orders for next year. Many of you who have 

ordered seeds in the past will know that we are able to generate discounts based on the volume of seeds we 

order collectively as a club. In previous years this has been 60% on seeds, a significant saving. We will again 

be using Mr Fothergill's who offer this discount if our seed order exceeds £1000. 

 

The seed catalogues are available from the Trading Hut now. An order form can be found inside each 

catalogue, and each order will incur a charge of £1.95 which is for your seeds to be individually packed. 

Please use this form for your order. Additional forms can be collected from the Trading Hut for large orders 

(more than 30 seed varieties) but please attach together when you return. Can I ask that in completing your 

order you ensure that it is legible as it will ensure that you receive what you ordered. Please return the 

white and blue pages and retain the green page for your records. Orders must be returned by the 15th 

November at the latest. I cannot accept any orders after this date. 

 

For clarification seed orders only relate to packeted seeds. Seed orders do not include 

seed potatoes, onions, shallots, fertilisers, garden sundries, etc which do not attract the same 

discounts (maximum of 15%, but typically 10%). Mr Fothergill's include these in their seed catalogue. These 

items can be ordered but will incur an additional order charge of £4.95 and please select delivered to your 

home address. Also, as the order is not submitted until late November, autumn planting products listed in 

the catalogue will not be available so please do not consider these in your order. I will not be completing a 

separate order with JBA for potatoes this year.  

 

David Dunford  

mailto:members-news@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk
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TRADING HUT 

The hut is still open on Sunday mornings until the 29th 

November.  We then close for stock-taking and re-

stocking, opening again (if we are allowed to) on 24th 

January 2021. 

HUT BELL: We have decided to start putting the bell 

near the gate again, so you can alert the helpers when you 

want to come through. 

CLOVER GROWBAGS (38L):  Last few reduced to 

£2.40 each.  Ideal if you only need a small amount of 

compost or find it difficult to manage the large 75L bags. 

BULBS 

We still have a good selection of very cheap bulbs on sale 

at the hut.  Prices are about two thirds the RRP.  Several 

new varieties again this year including the stunning Allium 
Summer Drummer, 6ft tall with 8” purple flowers, 7 bulbs 

for £3.30 instead of £4.99. 

BIRD FOOD 

Now is the time to stock up your bird food supplies ready 

for the colder weather.  We have all the usual: mixed seed, 

whole sunflower seeds & hearts, soft bill, suet pellets and 

fat balls.  Suet pellets are only £1.35/kg, much cheaper than 

garden centres. 

Club night March 2021: it all depends on you!  

You may recall that in the April newsletter we mentioned that we’d like to have one of our club nights next 

year devoted to you, and sharing the fruits of your labours in your gardens.  

So far I have only received 6 photos from 3 people—it will be a very short meeting at this rate! The autumn 

and summer shows prove what lovely gardens and plants you have (some of which will be included), but I’m 

sure there must be more photos out there! As the weather stops you going out in the  garden, perhaps take 

the time to sort out a few photos to send along— a lovely opportunity to share all your hard work!  

To help me know what category they fit in, can you please email them to me, making it clear either in the 

title of the email or within the body of it, which categories your photo(s) fit in to? Also, please make it 

explicit if you do NOT want me to put your name alongside your photo.  While I can’t guarantee to include 

every single photograph, I will nonetheless do my best! I look forward to seeing what you’ve all been up to.  

Please send them to me: juliepsheppard@sky.com  

 

To remind you, these were the categories:  

Spring in the garden  

Most beautiful rose 

A stunning border 

Insects & wildlife 

What a vegetable!!! 

Good enough to eat 

Weird and wonderful 

A lovely-photo-that-doesn’t-fit-in-any-other-category 

Another new category: Autumn in all its glory 

WANTED: 8’ x 6’ Wood or 

Aluminium Greenhouse:  Slightly 

smaller or larger is fine.  Also happy to 

dismantle, remove and do any repairs if 

the condition is not great.  Please 

contact Karl Cook on 07869 391553. 

Autumn Show:  Class 10 winner—

A collection of vegetables: Derek 

Dolling   

mailto:juliepsheppard@sky.com
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Thanks have been given to 

Sandhurst Town Council for 

repainting the trading hut with 

anti-graffiti paint. It has the 

added benefit of looking very 

smart! 

HUT OPENING FOR 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

WEEKEND 

Although there is no Remembrance Day 

service on the Memorial Park this year, as 

a mark of respect, we will again be opening 

on Saturday 7th November not Sunday 8th. 

Usual time: 9.00 to 10.45am. Owing to the 

football there may be a few problems with 

parking but, as it is not a particularly busy 

time of year for us, we should be able to 

cope. 

 

TIME FOR A CHANGE 

 

Back in February I told the AGM that I plan to step down from the job as Trading Secretary after almost 20 

years.  Then the virus hit us all and I didn’t pursue this as we all had other things on our mind.  Now is the 

time to start this process again.  Although I have done most of the work myself I have also had a 

tremendous amount of help from the committee and many members.  It is an immensely satisfying job that 

could easily be co-ordinated by a small team with continued help from members.  I am currently 

documenting all the jobs involved.  Tasks that can easily be separated from the main hut running job are the 

bulbs and the bird food. 

 

If you are interested in being part of a team or just want to know a little more about what is involved in 

running the hut please email me at: janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk or phone: 01276 600438 or 07799 

315376.  It is an ideal retirement activity. 

 

The last few months since we were able to open the hut again has certainly shown how important it is to 
the majority of our members.  Profit from the trading hut supports the many other activities of the club and 

it would have severe consequences if it had to close.  

 

Jane Heritage 

Autumn show Class 1 winner  

- vase of roses: Sylvia Tansley 

Autumn show Class 4 winner—a vase 

of garden flowers:  Carol McGowan  

Autumn show Class 16 winners— Photography; patterns in 

nature: Helen Harding & Graham Harding   

 

mailto:janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk
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LOCKDOWN  AUTUMN SHOW RESULTS 

Entrants: 24 Entries: 84 

Class   1st 2nd 3rd 

1 Vase of roses Sylvia Tansley  Betty Wilson -  - 

2 3 dahlias, any type or size Sylvia Tansley  Sheila Davenport Betty Wilson  

Julie Sheppard  

3 1 chrysanthemum - - - 

4 Vase of garden flowers Carol Mc Gowan  Jean Edwards  Betty Wilson 

Carol Killick  

5a Orchid Jill Roberts Carol Mc Gowan  - 

5b Flowering pot plant Carol Killick  Carol Hickman  Peter Brockway 

6 Foliage pot plant Carol Killick  Lesley Williams Ruth Page 

7 Hanging basket, tub, wall 

basket or similar. 

Steve Roome Carmen Gadd Carol McGowan  

Sheila Davenport 

8 My prize vegetable Peter Brockway Steve Roome Caroline Bellamy 

9a Tomatoes: 3 large  Steve Roome Derek Dolling Peter Brockway 

Ruth Page 

9b Tomatoes: 8 small  Claire Shenton-

Taylor 

Lionel Brown Caroline Bellamy 

Helen Harding 

Pauline Briggs 

10 A collection of vegetables  Derek Dolling Claire Shenton-

Taylor 

Peter Brockway 

11 My prize fruit (anything) Carol Hickman  Derek Dolling 

Helen Harding 

Caroline Bellamy 

12 Plate of 4 apples and/or pears Helen Harding Carol Hickman  - 

13 Plate of any other fruit Caroline Bellamy - - 

14 Flower arrangement: ‘Autumn 

Colours’ 

Ruth Page Jill Roberts Caroline Bellamy 

15 Culinary:4 cupcakes (decorated 

for an occasion of your choice) 

- - - 

16 Photography: ‘Patterns in 

nature’ 

Helen Harding 

Graham Harding 

Steve Roome Cherie Cheetham 

Julie Sheppard  

17 Juniors (aged 13 and under): 

Model of an animal or insect 

made using vegetables 

Grace Bellamy—

aged 6 

- - 

BEST IN SHOW                                                          JUNIOR BEST IN SHOW 

 

1st  : Class 7 Steve Roome                                             Class 17: Grace Bellamy   

2nd : Class 5a Jill Roberts   

3rd : Class 4 Carol McGowan 
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Autumn show 

Class 12 winner—

Plate of 4 pears: 

Helen Harding  

 

A reminder that 

unfortunately neither 

the November club 

night, nor the 

Christmas party will 

be going ahead this 

year. Speakers have 

been re-booked for 

next year.   

Decisions regarding 

Jan & Feb will be 

made at the next 

committee meeting.  

Contact details: 

EMAIL AND WEBSITE 

 

Our Email address is: enquiries@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk - This will direct your 

mail to a committee member who can deal with it or pass it on to the relevant person.  

Our web page is: www.sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk 

 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS  

Hon Sec: Chris Dresler, 40 White Hill Residential Park, Liphook Road, Bordon, Hampshire  GU35 9DS. 

01420 768965 

Assistant Secretary: Julie Sheppard 15 Park Road, Sandhurst Berks, GU47 9AA   01252 870521 

juliepsheppard@sky.com  

Vice Chairman and Trading Secretary: Jane Heritage 01276 600438 janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer: Marilyn Grant 01344 771646 

Coach Trips: Sheila Davenport 10 Nightingale Gardens, Sandhurst. 01252 874361  

Seed and Plant orders: David Dunford  01252 656826 - dvdunford@ntlworld.com 

Wisley Tickets & Newsletter Distribution: Sandra Hooper 01276 34112 

Newsletter Contributions: Steve Roome 01252 877965 - sroome@aol.com 

New “Members’ newsletter” members-news@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk,  

Bulb Orders: Ruth Page 01344 774539 

Trading Hut Volunteers: Tony Winter 01276 32836 - tonywinter1964@aol.com  

Other Committee Members: Carol McGowan: 01276 36392,  Derek Dolling 01344 774505, Gill Clark 

01252 654937, Liz Crow 01252 693552 

Autumn show Class 7 winner—

Hanging basket: Steve Roome  

 Autumn 

show     

Class 6 

winner— 

foliage pot 

plant:  Carol 

Killick  

mailto:enquiries@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk
http://www.sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk/
mailto:juliepsheppard@sky.com
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