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February 2021 

Hello everyone! As I sit typing this, the sun has 

come out, and air is balmy and I’m poised to go out 

in the garden. It’s so nice that the days are at last 

getting a bit longer and the soils is beginning to dry 

out (my garden has been flooded for a good part of 

the winter...). 

This a general get you up-to-date newsletter, with 

lots of useful information about the hut, zoom talks 

and various other things. Do have a read and enjoy 

it—and please let us know if there's anything you’d 

like to include, or would like more information 

about.  

Julie 

Dear Members, 

Just to add another little bit to what Julie has said, I’m still hoping that what Boris says on the 22nd will start 

properly freeing us. It would be lovely to have our workshop. Jane and I have 

already talked about maybe getting the allotment people involved in that. We 

haven’t forgotten the spring show and it may have to be a virtual one but watch 

this space, and please read the newsletters and emails, where we will keep you 

up to date. I know we’re all dying to get going, but just give us another week-10 

days and we’ll be able to make some proper plans.  

Chris (Straining to sow seeds!)   

TRADING HUT 

The trading hut is now open, as usual, on a Sunday morning 9 to 10.45am.  Easter is not for a while but just 

to remind you we open on Good Friday (2nd April) and NOT Easter Sunday (4th April) so you can get all 

stocked up ready for a gardening weekend. 

We usually open on a Wednesday afternoon from mid March until the end of June.  The committee will be 

reviewing this in March and will let you know our decision. 

Order in advance, if you can.  Any queries or problems getting to the hut then contact Jane on 01276 

600438, 07799 315376 or janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk. 

SEASONAL ITEMS 

Full size seeds trays: Thin plastic: 35p each rigid plastic: £1.10 each 

Half size seeds trays: Thin plastic: 20p each rigid plastic: 75p each 

Propagator sets (half seed tray, base & lid): £3.30 (a few at £2.50) 

Propagator lids: full size: £ 1.00 each   half size: 55p each 

Biodegradable pots (approx. 3.5”/9cm): 10 for £1.20 

Grass seed: With rye £2.40 for 500g, without rye £2.55 for 500g 

 

* MISSING FROM PRICE LIST: Foremost Professional Multipurpose Compost 60L: £5.45 *  
 

A welcome sign 

of spring... 

mailto:janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk
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TRADING HUT REPAIRS 

 

Our current trading hut first opened in September 1998 and, before it was filled, we had a games afternoon 

for members.  Many of you may remember this.  The official opening was carried out by Councillor Bob 

Robinson, who supported the club’s campaign to raise funds. 

 

The soffits and fascias have now started to rot and some have woodworm.  We have arranged for these to 

be replaced with black uPVC, with new plastic guttering and black aluminium down pipes.  Aluminium so 

they have some chance of surviving a blow from a football.  We expect this work do be carried out in the 

next few weeks. 

 

Were you there at the 

opening and can you 

spot anyone you 

know? (a list of  people can 

be found on p. 3) 

I think we can 

all see Chris, 

armed with her 

fishing rod—but 

who else..? 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Don’t forget to bring your complete membership form to the hut 

and collect your membership card. If you apply by post please 

remember to include a SAE.  Details at the end of the 

newsletter. 

If you were a member in 2020 then you do not have pay the 

membership fee, unless you want to. 

So who did you spot in the newspaper article?  

L to R: Rosemary Phillips, Peter Brockway?, Carol McGowan, Alan Roe, Richard Cox, Bob Smith, David 

Hurst, Councillor Bob Robinson, Sandra Hooper, Ruth Page, Jane Heritage, Pat Redman, ? Austin Hooper, 

Dorothy Curtis, Chris Dresler, Roy Giles, Claire & Caroline Shenton-Taylor.  In Front:   Phil Cook & 

children. 

BIRD FOOD 

The hut is fully stocked with many varieties of bird food, all at a very 

competitive price.  For example: suet pellets 2kg for £2.70, premium 

seed (no wheat) 2kg for £2.20, soft bill for ground feeding birds 

(blackbirds, robins, etc) 2kg for £2.70. 

HUT DUTY VOLUNTEERS 

If you can help at the hut and don’t think you 

are on the list please contact Tony Winter. 

Tel: 01276 32836   

Mobile: 07986 471821   

email: tonywinter1964@aol.com 

FREE PLANT SUPPORTS.   

(a message for you via the Surrey Horticultural Federation) 

 

I have been approached by a hobbyist inventor who has 

grant of patent for a new kind of plant support.  Not all of 

us have outdoor gardens and the support is for those 

who would like to grow some vegetables on a balcony, 

patio, terrace or similar. The first prototypes are for 

climbing runner and climbing French beans. To save space 

these are grown part vertical – part horizontal on a frame 

24”X 10”.  Trials have shown that this method can 

produce enough beans for an average size family. 

Anthony is looking for volunteers to try out his invention. 

There are two models- a two plant and a one plant frame. 

Each will be provided free of charge with a starter kit 
(compost, ties, pots, seeds, and fertiliser).  

The frames on their own may also have a use for teaching 

in therapy gardening. 

There are a limited number of prototypes 

available.  Interested gardeners please contact 

Bruncketts@gmail.com 

Feed the birds, tuppence a bag... 

Decisions will made at the 

up-coming committee 

meeting about the 

workshop, AGM & summer 

show. 

mailto:tonywinter1964@aol.com
mailto:Bruncketts@gmail.com
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Zoom club nights 

We’ve had two club nights so far in this new year, both held by Zoom, and both very good in their own 

way.  

In January we moved into the new world of Zoom, with our first speaker being Tracey Bull, from Surrey 

Hills Gardening school. Some lovely slides were accompanied by a helpful and informative talk on the best 

herbaceous perennials for the garden.  

 

By February, everyone was clearly enjoying this ‘zoom lark’ and there was lively and entertaining chat 

between members both before and after the talk. The real advantages of zoom came to the fore, when our 

speaker joined us from Scotland, so definitely not someone we would be able to have in normal 

circumstances. Nancy Stevens shared some stunning photos from all over the world that truly warranted 

the title of her talk ‘delightful, delovely and deranged’  

 

And so on to March. We have a booked David Chapman, a photographer based in Cornwall (so again 

someone we wouldn’t ordinarily be able to hear) and he will be giving us an amusing look at the stories 
behind the photos of wildlife - not just set-ups but other interesting encounters with wildlife. Do join us on 

17th March for ‘The Tales of a Wildlife Photographer’. More details and how to register for the talk will 

come out in an email.   

I’m sure you will all join the committee in saying a huge thank you to Marilyn Grant 

who has decided to stand down as Treasurer and 

committee member after 18 years in the role - dedication 

indeed! During this time, she has managed the club 

finances, including income from memberships, trips, 

shows, Christmas parties and the Trading hut.  She 

always dealt with all money matters efficiently and 

promptly, and made sure we always stayed black and not 

red!  We will of course acknowledge this in front of you 

all once we can meet again, but as we’re not sure when 

that might be, we wanted to let you know now. 

I am though, pleased to say that Marilyn has agreed to continue helping collate the 

results and prepare the prize money on show days, so we’ll still be benefiting from 

her money skills! 

Finally, Steve Roome, a club member and auditor of our accounts for many years, 

has kindly volunteered to take over as treasurer, so we welcomed him to the 

committee last month – welcome Steve! 

If you are not on email list, it means won’t get the information about  zoom club nights 

– please send us your email address if you want to be included!  

You can send it to Julie, Jane or meetings@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk  * * 

http://surreyhillsgardeningschool.co.uk/
http://surreyhillsgardeningschool.co.uk/
http://nancystevens.co.uk/
https://www.davidchapman.org.uk/index.htm
mailto:meetings@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk
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I hope you all saw the email that came out on Tuesday 23rd February regarding a very enterprising group of 

gardening clubs based in the midlands. They have got together to offer talks via Zoom, and have generously 

opened it up to all other gardening clubs. For those not on email, I’ve put the main points below: 
 

We've all unfortunately had to cancel our club meetings for last year & probably for most/all of this year, so our club had 

decided to have meetings on zoom.  We've now since started working with dozens of other independent garden clubs across the 

country as a collective to have joint zoom meetings under the name 'Tender Shoots Garden Club Network' (TSGCN).  We'll 

have spare places available so I'm extending an invite out to other garden clubs to join in for free.  Anything we can do to help 

each other out to avoid clubs closing during covid would be great. I've also created a small introductory video to explain what 

we're doing with joint club meetings, click here https://youtu.be/A1Q3Cq24NIo 

 There are two ways to join our meetings: 

1) The simplest way is to go to our YouTube page when the talk is about to start (either 7.30pm or 2.30pm) as we stream the 

meeting Live on YouTube.  To join just click this link  wwwyoutube.com/channel/UCSovmB9ciZAd56IEvIbK8Rw  or 

search YouTube for the 'Tender Shoots Garden Club Network' and then click on our yellow logo. 

2) If you wish to join the zoom meetings directly, please get in touch to receive the Meeting ID & Passcode.   

  Dates of meetings (7.30pm start for all meetings unless stated otherwise): 

Mar 3rd  Wed - Talk from Kevin Reynolds - "Love & War, How we created our garden birds"  

Mar 10th Wed - Talk from Marcus Chiltern Jones - “The Making of RHS Bridgewater”  

Mar 11th Thu - Talk from Dr. Andrew Ward, Norwell Nurseries - "Brilliant Borages"  

Mar 17th Wed - Quiz Night 

Mar 19th Fri -  Gardeners World review. A casual chat (with a drink in hand) amongst TSGCN friends after the program 

April 6th Tue - PENCILED IN 

April 8th Thur - Talk from Sue Bosson - 'Millennium seed bank project'  

April 12th Mon - 2.30pm PENCILED IN 

Apr 13th Tue - Talk from Kathryn Robey - ‘The Dorothy Clive Garden Seasonal Changes’     

Many thanks 

Indy 

www.facebook.com/tsgcn1 (Please click 'Like' and join the Facebook page to be notified of new talks) 

tsgcn@outlook.com  

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSovmB9ciZAd56IEvIbK8Rw 

Updates, news and requests from the RHS: 

 

Can you help? - The RHS has always prided itself on our top quality judges, but over the 

years, as judges have left, we have not replaced them at the same rate and now looking 

forward we are keen to find new floral and or horticultural judges for our shows.  If you, or 

anyone you know are interested in applying for training to become an RHS Judge please email 

affiliated@rhs.org.uk  with your details and I will pass them on to our Judges team. 

 

Many RHS partner gardens are beginning to open (subject to government regulations) - details can be 

found here: https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/partner-gardens  

 

And finally if you or your colleagues fancy joining the RHS you can use this special promotion:  Join today 

and enjoy 12 months for the price of 9* Visit rhs.org.uk/join/4004   

*Introductory offer by annual Direct Debit. Terms and conditions apply. 

As an affiliated club to the RHS we hold a reduced price entry card to RHS 

gardens.  It entitles a 30% reduction in entry fee for one member of the 

gardening club and their guest. With entry prices at £14.95 (excl Gift Aid) 

for Wisley it  certainly makes sense to use it! (Prices vary for the 

other RHS gardens). Contact Sandra Hooper on 01276 34112 to 

arrange to use the card.  

https://youtu.be/A1Q3Cq24NIo
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSovmB9ciZAd56IEvIbK8Rw
http://www.facebook.com/tsgcn1
mailto:tsgcn@outlook.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSovmB9ciZAd56IEvIbK8Rw
mailto:affiliated@rhs.org.uk
https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/partner-gardens
rhs.org.uk/join/4004
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Contact details: 

EMAIL AND WEBSITE 

 

Our Email address is: enquiries@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk - This will direct your 

mail to a committee member who can deal with it or pass it on to the relevant person.  

Our web page is: www.sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk 

 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS  

Hon Chair: Chris Dresler, 40 White Hill Residential Park, Liphook Road, Bordon, Hampshire  GU35 9DS. 

01420 768965 

Hon Secretary: Julie Sheppard 15 Park Road, Sandhurst Berks, GU47 9AA   01252 870521 

juliepsheppard@sky.com  

Vice Chairman and Trading Secretary: Jane Heritage 01276 600438 janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk  

Treasurer: Steve Roome sroome@aol.com 

Coach Trips: Sheila Davenport 10 Nightingale Gardens, Sandhurst. 01252 874361  

Seed and Plant orders: David Dunford  01252 656826 - dvdunford@ntlworld.com 

Wisley Tickets & Newsletter Distribution: Sandra Hooper 01276 34112 

Newsletter Contributions: Steve Roome 01252 877965 - sroome@aol.com 

New “Members’ newsletter” members-news@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk,  

Bulb Orders: Ruth Page 01344 774539 

Trading Hut Volunteers: Tony Winter 01276 32836 - tonywinter1964@aol.com  

Other Committee Members: Carol McGowan: 01276 36392,  Derek Dolling 01344 774505, Gill Clark 

01252 654937, Liz Crow 01252 693552 

Postal membership renewals -  Mrs J Heritage 174B, Branksome Hill Road, College Town, Sandhurst, 

Berkshire GU47 0QQ  

Please include a SAE with your completed membership form. 

 

Remember those days when we could 

all meet together in rooms...? 

...these were taken at the club night 

2 years ago (thanks to Helen 

Harding for the memories!) 

mailto:enquiries@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk
http://www.sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk/
mailto:juliepsheppard@sky.com
mailto:janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sroome@aol.com
mailto:dvdunford@ntlworld.com
mailto:sroome@aol.com
mailto:members-news@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk
mailto:juliepsheppard@sky.com

