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Dear Member


 





March 2010
Last month we held our A.G.M. and it was lovely to see so many of you there to hear that the club was in a healthy financial shape.  Jane Heritage our Trading Secretary had once again made a profit on the Trading Hut despite the credit crunch and thank you to you the members for supporting the Hut so well. Jane spends a considerable amount of time trawling through catalogues to get the best deals for us.

This month is our Daffodil Show on Wednesday March 17th.  Staging is from 6.45pm till 7.30pm and let’s hope the rain will eventually ease so that we actually have some daffodils to show.  I’m sure, like me, you are absolutely fed up with the weather and can’t  wait to get some prolonged dry days with some sunshine. 

We have a new judge for the show.

While the judging is going on Duncan Grosart is going to talk to us on Roses.  He is also going to  do the workshop in April on Hanging Baskets – more of that in the next newsletter. 

Coach trip Saturday May 1st – Hidden Gardens  - Leave Sandhurst  9.30am
The year before last a lady called Val Pretlove came to the club and talked about these largely unseen gardens in London not generally open to the public.  Lots of you expressed a desire to see them for yourself – hence the coach trip.

The coach takes us to St. Paul’s Cathedral - South Side, where Val Pretlove  will meet us at around 11.0am

There are toilets in St. Paul’s and somewhere to have a coffee or a cup of tea - probably in the Crypt.  Val is in charge of the tour.  The tour takes approximately 2 hours and involves walking all that time  When you return to St. Paul’s you will have time to have lunch there or you can take your own sandwiches. The coach will bring us back about 3pm.

Val can only cope with 20 on the tour.   TICKETS COST £20.    Sheila Davenport is taking names 01252 874361.
See you at club night. Chris.
TRADING HUT
The trading hut will open again on Wednesday afternoons, 2 to 4pm, from 17th March onwards.

***Easter Opening***

Once again we will be open on Good Friday 2nd April, 9 to 10.45 am, but closed on Easter Sunday 4th April.  This will allow you to stock up on gardening items before a busy weekend in the garden!

ROOTRAINERS AND COMPACT RAPID ROOTRAINERS (Made in Scotland from recycled plastic)

We still have stocks of two types of Rootrainers.  Both are ideal for cuttings, sowing large seeds and pricking out.  They encourage strong, straight roots and minimize root disturbance when planting out. 

Compact (cell depth 8cm): £3.85 for 20 cells, support tray and clear propagating lid.

Drip tray for compact: £1.15

Large (cell depth 12cm): £3.70 for 32 cells, support tray and clear propagating lid.
For more information visit www.ronaash.co.uk
Humax Multipurpose Compost:  This product was given the ‘thumbs up’ by club member Gerald Cooper at the AGM.  He said it is an excellent compost.  On sale at the hut for only £4.35 for 75 litres.

HUT ITEMS USEFUL THIS MONTH

Growmore (£2.60 for 3kg) or Fish, Blood & Bone (£2 for 3kg).  Both ideal for giving your trees, shrubs, beds and borders a boost.  Fish, Blood and Bone is the organic option. These prices are extremely cheap compared to Garden Centre prices.

Organic Composted Stable Manure (£2.70 a bag):  Idea for digging in or as mulch.  Use when planting new trees and shrubs, also use on vegetable or flower gardens. 

PRICE WATCH

	ITEM
	LOCAL PRICE
	OUR PRICE
	MONEY SAVED

	John Innes Compost
	£3.99/30litres
	£3.10/25litres
	9p/10litres

	Composted stable manure
	£2.99
	£2.70
	29p

	New Horizon Peat free Compost
	£5.99/50litres
	£6.20/60litres
	16.5p/10litres

	Bonemeal
	3.5kg for £4.99
	3kg for £2.20
	69p/kg


Top 10 Jobs for March – For further information go to:  www.rhs.org.uk
1. Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes
2. Protect new spring shoots from slugs

3. Plant summer flowering bulbs

4. Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials
5. Top dress containers with fresh compost

6. Mow the lawn on dry days if needed

7. Cut back Cornus (Dogwood) and Salix (Willow) grown for colourful winter stems

8. Weeds come back into growth – deal with them before they get out of hand
9. Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove pond heaters

10. Open the greenhouse or conservatory doors and vents on warm days
Propagators wanted
One of our members, Jayne Morgan, is looking for propagators for use with  Hedgehogs. Jayne is a registered carer for the British Hedgehog Preservation Society and takes in poorly/orphaned/ injured hogs, fixes them up and sends them back out into the big wide world. Propagators are really useful as under heating for babies and poorly hogs. 
Jayne can be e-mailed at buggleybug2@tiscali.co.uk or contacted at Club night.
 

E-MAIL AND WEBSITE

Our Email address is: enquiries@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk  This will direct your mail to a committee member who can deal with it or pass it on to the relevant person.

Our web page is: www.sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk
FORUM

We now have a forum where you can see any news that is available

before the newsletter is available and you are also free to ask questions

or let us in on interesting info. Access via the website or at

http://gardeningclub.proboards55.com/index.cgi 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

Chairman: David Hurst, Fourlegs, St Johns Rd, Sandhurst 01252 872506

Hon Sec: Chris Dresler, 20, Brook Ave, Farnham 01252 322227

Trading Co-ordinator: Jane Heritage 01276 600438

Treasurer: Marilyn Grant 01344 771646

Seed and Plant orders: Derek Dolling 01344 774505

Wisley Tickets & Newsletter Distribution: Sandra Hooper 01276 34112

Newsletter Contributions: Steve Roome 01252 877965

sroome@aol.com

Coach Trips: Sheila Davenport  01252 874361
Cake Stall: Carol McGowan: 01276 36392

Bulb Orders: Ruth Page 01344 774539

Other committee members:

Robert Cobb 01344 761458
Stephanie Fisher 01252 512033
Postal membership renewals Mrs J Heritage 174B, Branksome Hill Road,

College Town, Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 0QQ
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